
"There is no Frigate 
like a Book To take us 
Lands away" – Emily 
Dickinson
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“That's the thing about 
books. They let you travel 
without moving your 
feet...” 
― Jhumpa Lahiri

“I do believe something very magical can happen 
  when you read a good book.” ―J.K. Rowling 
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 Dear Class of 2019 (Honors):

We are pleased to welcome you to Senior Honors English. It is 
a course designed to solidify the skills you have gained in 
reading works of fiction and non-fiction. The goal is to foster 
independence and critical thinking when you read - whatever 
you read. The printed word is powerful. All too often, people 
believe what they read simply because it appeared in print in 
the newspaper or online. This course is meant to teach you 
to be thoughtful, weigh the evidence, analyze the text, and 
then come to your own conclusion. Throughout the year, your 
teachers will be encouraging you to read frequently and 
widely and reflect upon your reading.

We know summer is a time for you to relax, recharge, and 
enjoy your hard-earned vacation, but we also want you to 
use your time productively. Therefore, we are requiring 
students to read How to Read Literature Like a Professor by 
Thomas. C. Foster. This will be followed by your choice of ONE  
short story and ONE memoir of your CHOICE from the lists 
that follow on the next two pages. Your short story 
assignment is due on the first day of school. During 
your first week back at school, your English teacher will be 
assigning an in-class writing assignment on your book of 
choice -so be prepared!

Students need not like or agree with everything they read. 
Sometimes a book that provokes dissent is as stimulating as 
a book that echoes our own thoughts. Our hope is that your 
summer reading will engage your minds, stimulate thought, 
and help you to clarify and become more comfortable with 
your individual and unique perspectives on life. Best wishes 
for a healthy and productive summer.

Sincerely,

Ms. Mayer

Ms. Lamm



I. Short Story Analysis
A. Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor

B. Choice of short story:

 “Zolaria” by Caitlin Horrocks
“The Possibility of Evil” by Shirley Jackson
“A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” by Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez
“Marigolds” by Eugenia Collier

   C. Follow these steps using the short story of your choosing:
Read carefully.
Annotate the text for examples of the strategies that Foster 
discusses. 
Don’t use any outside sources.
Using three strategies from How to Read Literature Like a Professor 
and the sample essay in Chapter 27, write a 1.5-2 page essay 
answering the question, What does your story signify? To answer 
this question, your essay should:

Make a clear argument about what the story means (thesis). 
Explicitly refer to and explain three of Foster’s strategies. 
Discuss detailed and specific examples from the story for each 
strategy. 
Explain how the strategies help to reveal the 
significance/meaning of the story. 

Type your essay in MLA format in a Google Doc and review it for 
organization, style, and conventions.  
Be prepared to submit it on Google Classroom on the first day of 
school. 

http://www.caitlinhorrocks.com/files/HorrocksZolaria.pdf
http://www.wlps.org/view/2542.pdf
https://www.ndsu.edu/pubweb/~cinichol/CreativeWriting/323/MarquezManwithWings.htm
https://www.ndsu.edu/pubweb/~cinichol/CreativeWriting/323/MarquezManwithWings.htm
https://charlton6.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/6/2/10621939/marigolds.pdf


MEMOIR

Brain on Fire by Susannah Cahalan

Garlic and Sapphires by Ruth Reichl

Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance

Into Thin Air by John Krakauer

The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls

When Breath Becomes Air by  Paul Kalanithi

MEMOIR



The only important thing in a 
book is the meaning that it has 
for you.
–W. Somerset Maugham


